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A 
LAMENTATION 
FOR THE atk 
wa [ Sh TP :- FEAE 
Of the Houſe of 58 


ISRAEL 


With an Fnvitation to have them| 


turn in their mindes to the true Shepherd of 
their Souls, 


—_— 
ms. md 


ALSO, 


Something in diſcovery of the nakedneſs of all 
profeſſions, who are found in the words, 
without the life and power. 


Written by one of the Children of the Light, who is known 
to the world by the name of CHartha Simmons, 


| I have ſeen alſo in the Prophets of Jeraſalem a horrible thing, 
they commit adultery,and walk in lies; they firenghthen alſo 
the hand of evil dotrs,that none doth return from Tis Wicked- 
neſs: they are all of them nuto me as Sodom, and the inha- 
bitants thereof as Gomornah, Fer. 23.14: 

eAwake, awake, put on thy fireagth OSion, put on thy beants- 
ſml garments O Jeruſalem,the boly (ity, for henceforth there 


ſball no more come into thee the nncircnmciſed and the un- 
clean, I[4.532.1. 


| London « | Printed for Giles Calvert, art the Black 
| Spread-Eagleneer theVVeft end Of Pawls.165 6. | 
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LAMENTATION 


The loſt Sheepe of the Houſe of 
Tirael. 


| une RS " | —— — COCCCRCCIIED 
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H England, England | where art thou? groping in the dark 
and ſtumbling at noon day?Art thou grown ſo high in thy 
fallen wifdome, and in the pride ot thy hears, thac thou 
 canſtnotſtoopgo a mcalure of God in thee? thou high 
p:otefior, and thou wilde- wanton one, thou tun'ſt ro. faſt over thie 
field to finde the Pear]; there is a Royal Diadem hid in thy unclean 
heart, which never conſented to the evill thereof: Oh that thou 
wouldſt harkento it, that thy inward eye might be opened! then 
would{t thou ſee the beaury of it: ſurely if thou didſt bur ſee thy ſoul 
in death, and a meaſure ot the light and life of Jeſus there, check- 
ing, calling, and knocking to have thee rurn inthy minde to it,that 
thou mailtbe purged and cleanſed, and that it may thine forth and 
bring up thy ſoul out of the horrible pit;z rhen wouldſt thou begin 
to know indeed what pure redempeion is: And here maiſt thou come 
ro ſce thar taith which purifies the heazr, which is the real ſubſtance 
of things hoped tor, and this would be of more value to thee than 
thouiands of Gold ar:d Silver. Qh vain and tael.ith man and woman 
that makcth not God thy truſt, bur truſts in.the -arm:of Bicth, and in « 
the multitude of thy conceivings! how {non artthou affrighted, and 
palene!s ſtrikes thee 1n the face? audrhe leaſt ſtirring or ruſhing in 
the creation, makes thy knees ſmite cogether and thy countenance 
fall, and this is becauſethou art in Cats condition, and Eaſt no ha- 
bitation in Godz and though thau mailt otter a Sacrifice, and prays 
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and cry and confeſs thy fins,andcover the Altar withtears,and give 
thy body to be burnt, it in that nature ir is not accepted. Bur this 1 

ſhall ſay to thee, Oh thar rhou couldſt bur hear! if thou wouldſi bur 

ſubmir thy neekito the yoak of Chriſc, the meaſure of him in thee, 

that thou maiſc ſee him to work in thee, aud thy own works Jaid a- 
fide, thou'wouldſt finde more peace and fatisfadiion both to ſoul and 
body; and then ſhouldſtrhon lee him who is the Rock of ages, ro be 
thy Rock and ſtrong defence; and then ſhouldſt thou ſee a waz begin 

contrary to thy will, and him that brings into the war and carries 
through; and then there would be nothing to do en thy part, but ts 
ſrand ſtill and keep thy minde in, girt up to; him that works; and 
then thou wilt come to ſee whar it is to. follow the. Lamb tnrough 
tribulation; bur if thou wilt not improve thy meaſure of Light, bur 
wik run on inthy head-ſtrong rebellion againſt that little ſecrer 
love that checks thee in private, and ſhews thee thy heart when 
none elſe can, and if thou ſlight this day of ſmall rhings, then will 
this precious Pearl, the meaſure of Light, be taken from thee, and 
givento him that is more worthy: and the gnawing worin wil enter 
into thee, which wil never dye, but wil torment thee to all eternity, 
and then wilt thou be ſhut up in darkneſs and uabclict, where thou 
maiſt ſay to thy ſoul, take thou thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry, for 
to morcow fball be as this day, aud much more; bur thou fool, in this 
night of thy darkneſs ſhall rhy ſoul be raken from thee, and then 
what will -hy ſmal time of pleaſures do thee good? wil they not add 
ro thy torment? therefore counſel thee xo prize thy time, and be 
ſtil] and ſraid, and ſeck diligently for that meflenger, who is one of 
athouſand; who brings the glad rydings; who is the true teacher, 
that cannot be removed into a corner; the corner-ſtone,who if rhou 
abide, w:ll break thy heart to pieces, and wil convince thee of thy 
fin, and of thy righteouſneſs, and bring his pure judgements upon 
it, that hisrightcouſncſs may appear. 

And now to you high Prieſts . f this Nation, and Teachers of all 
forts of opinions, who bare been groping and hunring in your wil- 
dome to finde out that preejous Pearl ro {fie in your filthy narurc; 
bur you have not yet found ir, nor cannot finde the doort oenter in- 
rothe kingdome, nor get your ſtarved hearers a lutle bread of aflu- 
rance of crernal life; only this you can do,to add to your condemna- 
rion, gather up the Saints conditions of ſufferings and p: tience,who 
were perſecuted by the ſame proud high-flowae nature that you are 
In, and you add your mcagings to them, and1o bring the curſes thar 
are written in that book upon your heads: it is time tor you now ,ſee- 
ing you cannot finde a way, to gve over ſtealing from your neigh- 
our, and be content with thar you have, and let the people alone 


tothe meaſure of God in them , that may guide them into the 
way 


3 
way that they may finde bread for their ſouls; and ſeeing you will 
not cMter your ſelves, do not ſhut the kingdome againfi thera in lay- 
ing ſtumbling blocks before them, and raiſing up falſe accuſations 
againſt the Light, and thoſe that walk in it, and caſting a lye inro 
the mourhs ot the ignorant people, in ſaying the lerter is the word, 
when the lerter declares that the word was in the beginning, by- 
which word the world was made, which word all the Saints and ſers 
vants of God was ever guided by; which-word enquired of your fa- 
ther Caiz for Abels blood; which word cranflated Enoch; which word 
called 4braham outof his own countrey, to folluw the Lord in a 
ſrrange Land, who was no vagrant perſon; which Word called M - 
ſes from t he glory of Pharoahs houſe; which Word in due tive yyas 
made manifeſt in fleth, vvho vvandered up-and dovvn in dens and 
caves ofthe earth, vyho had no certain abiding place, and'yer he 
Yyas no vagabond, vyhom your generation crucified, vyho is riſea 
again, and hath taken upon him the ſeed of 4b-aham, vvho is noyy 
appeared in this day of his povver, togather up his elc& inro him- 
ſelf, and to rip off all your deccirfull coverings, and lay you open to 
the ſhame of che heathen; and this is the word that we w'tneſs to 
lead and guide and command us whoſe mindes are ſraid in it; and 
this word moyes us into your-Idolls-remple, and to other private 
meetings, to diſcover your lmage ot mixture of ſeverall op nions, 
until you ſtop our mouths, and halc us forth, and deliver us up to 
your Rulcrs, who ſecond you in your perſecution, who impriſon us 
and ſcourge, and irock, and {rone,and deſpitefully uſe us; and by che 
power of this word are we brought through theſe rribular'ons, and 
have joy in the midſt of them; and When we are reviled we revile 
not again, taking patiently all that you have power in your wills to 
inflit upon us, and we are made able todeſire the Lord not to :ay 
theſe things to your charge, and that he would open your eyes, that 
you m'g ht ſee what you are doing, and then you would ſoon ceaſe 
your rage, and find enoufph to dn within your own hearts; and' by 
this word we ſee the Scriptures were given forth from this word,and 
25 we come into theſe ſeveral conditinns and meaſures that the 
Saints were inthart ſpake forth this Declaration, we can ſer roour 
ſeal that theScrjprures are true,& they are ours thar live in the life, 
& nor yours who deſpilc the life,& teed-your ſelvs with words,8 ga- 
ther up to your ſelves great riches in that nature, you cat greed ly of 
the tree of knowledge, and now if yow-could but ger to car of the 
tree of life, you would ſoon be above God; but that you cannot doz 
for there ſrands aflaming ſword that runs every way to keep you our, 
ſorthar all that comes there comes through ir, and leaves all the firſt 
wiſdome behind; and theretore if any of you be found worthy to- 
come down to the meaſure of Chriſt, and-ſubmit your necks ro his 
yoak 


( 
yoak it will be good for you, bur not manyrich, nor many wiſe, do 
come ro know thelc things; and we have the Promiſe ef this Word, 
that he will bc with us to the end of the world, and we know that 
his Promile is Yea, and Amen. 

Ang now all pcople that hath ſobriety, and loveto your ſouls, 
com: out £1 om among thelc 1doll dumb Shepbcards that teed them= 
$;1ves, butaa you, andifyo. patnotinte their mauths, they 'will 
toon few viokenee io your Cume out hem among them, and be no 
longer partaker of their uncicannels, tor. they are broken ciſterns, 
that can no loager hold water; ang come inte the Fountain that 
1uns forth ticely, the fireams whereot would refreſh your hungey 
fainting ilouls: 12.my Fathbery hax[e there 1s bread caought Ob why will 
you perith tor hanger? minge. the Light, the. mealjure of Chrilc in 
you, thar with ir you may ſee where you are, that you may ce his c- 
ternall love,bow he calls and mv:ite you into the kingdome, that he, 
may take oft your filthy garments, that he may cloath you] with the 
garment of Kipb!eonjnlſs, and marry you unto himiclf; Aud now the 
day of his wightie Power 1s-appeared, and the Fountain of Life ſet 0- 
'pen, to waſh and cleanſe you trum your fins, and bapti22 you into his 
acath and juff<;ings; Ol be nor Kubborn and ſtiff-aecked againſt 
him! for we that do follow him du finde his pathes pleaſant, pure, 
ana [weet; and the further we tollow him in the ſtaight gate and 
narrow Way, we ſcethar his loye is paſt finding out, And now in the 
renderneis of my heart, longing for your fouls good, am I made 0- 
pen to yuu, having had a Habitation in this City of Loadox lome- 
rimc; tor 1cven years together I wandered up and down the (treers, 
er:quiring of thoſe that hadthe Lmage of honeſty in their counte- 
nance, where 1 might finde an honeſt Miniſter; for I ſaw my ſoul in 
death, and thar I was inthe firſt nature; and wandring from one 1- 
dolls xemple to another, and trom one private meeting to another, 
I hzard4 jound of words amongſt them,þur no ſubſtance | could find 
andjxþc wore | lought after them, the more trouble came on me; & 
fiad ng none ſenble of my cendicion, 1 kepr it-in, and kepr all cloſe 
within me; and about the end of ſeven years, hunting, and finding 
no eſt, the Lorg opencd a Jittle glimmerings of Lghe two me, and 
quieted my ip'r:t; ans then for abour ieven years more, he kept me 
1}i1] trom running ater men, and all this time I durſt not meddle 
with any.thing at Gad, nor ſcarce take his name in my mouth, be- 
cauſe 1 kniw bim, not, it hving wilde, and wanton, not knowing a 
croſs.co.my will { {[pcuteliis ring; it ſomething I toupd breathing in 
me,grnning for deliverance, crying out, Gh! when ſpall 1 ſee the day 
of thy appcarauce? about the end of the lalt ſeven years, the Lord 
opentd my cycs to fce a mealure of himſelf in me, which when l 
ſaw, 1 waitcd diligently in it, and being faithiullto ir, I mo oy 

ighr 


Light more and more encreafe, which brought me into a day of 
trouble, andthrouph.it, and through a'warefare, andto the endvP 
it, and now hath giyenmne a refting place with him; and this is m 
beloved, and this 35 myfriead © daughters of Teruſatim . * And now" all: 
that have a deſire ro come this way, muft lay down your crowns ar 
rhe tcer of Jeſus, for now a profeffion of words will no longer cover, 
for the Lord is come to look for fruit, all rypes and ſhadows is fly- 
ing away, and Ire that will come in may inherit fubſtance, and he 
that wil not ſha be left naked. : 


—oo——_ — —— 


Hen the Lord Jeſus came to Ierſalemhe beheld the 
f city, and weptoverit, with this lamentation : Ob 
that thou badft haown tn this thy day the things that be» 
long tothy peace) 1 he ſame tenderneſs is witnelled » 
now inthem which the Lord hath enlighined. 1 
eannort but mourn over you, to ſee how youlye wallowing in your 
Klth, and joyn hand in hand, and ſmire with'the fiſt of w;ckedneſs, 
- and yer lean upon Ch7:ft for falvation : Know you na that many 
ſhal fay in that day, Lo-4,'Lord ? bur remember what will be your 
anſwer; Go you curſed into the Lake, I know you not. Oh that thou 
wouldſt bur ſtand til a little, andturnthy eye inward; fir down a 
little, and confider thy poor ſoul thar lies in death : What will be- 
come of thee ? thou murdereſt the juſt in thee, rheye is a Tahenr Y 
to be improved 1n thee, how wilt thou give an account of it; rhe 
Steward 13 now come: In the coole of the day, then 44am heard the 
voice of God, and then he ſaw his nakedneſs, and fo- mayeſt thou: 
If rhou wilcturn in thy mindeto the 'Lighrt of Chriſt in thee, the 
Lghrt will diſcover to thee thy fallen ftare, and how thou artrurned 
out from the preſence of God, and art in the gall of bitterneſs, and 
the earth 1s curſed for thy ſake: Now if thou wilt minde the light, & 
wait in it, whfch is the grace of Godthar hath appeared to rhee, 
there is the firſc ſtep ro pure redemprion: And ifrhou rake diligent 
beed to this Irghr in rhee, thou ſhalr finde ir checking thee continu- 
ally for all thy evill deeds, and it will reach thee to be Tobet min- 
ded, and upright in all thy dealings, as in the fight of God; and fo 
thou wilt come to ſee the ſtraight gare and narrow way that leads to 
life; bur thou wilt ſay, Chriſt Hark done all this for me, I hare no- 
thing to do bur believe; but it will be ſaid unto thee when thou 
thinkeſt to fit down with thy Lord, Friend, how cameſt thou hither 
mi. bout a V Vedding-earment, then know what thy portion will be. 
Faith is another thigg then thou takeſt ir to be; he that hach faith, 


if it be never ſo lurle, ſhal witneſs Chciſts words to be true: he ſhall 
remove 
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remove monntains: Now is the ſtil Glence, in rhe light that ſhines in 
darkneſs in thc, thou wilt come to reliſh that lirtle grain of faith 
which is held ina pure conicience, andſo fel the mouncains re-- 
move, which prefieth down thy ſoul: bur ye will xot come unto me 
that ye may have liſe, ſaith Chrilr Jeſus: Ir is thy will that hinders 
thee, for in oy will the Devill lodges. Adam when he diſobcyed the 
mindec and will of God, then he entred into his own will, and ſo was 
turncd our into the Deyils kingdome. Now Chriſt Jeſus the ſecond 
Adam, who is God manifeſt m the fleſh condemning fin in the fleſh, 
ifthou live in him in thee, and believe in him in thee, then rhou 
ſhalc witneſs his power to the cutting down of thy will; for thy will 
muſt come to death, that the will of God may be done, and fo that 
Scripture comes to be fulfilled in thee which are the words ofChriſt: 
Loe 1 come, tx the volume of thy book it is written of me to de thy will 0 
God, which is the book of conſcience inthee, there the will of God 
is to be don.: and as thou comeſt to love the Light, and live in ir, 
rhou wilt come to [ce the righteous Law of God tulfilled in thee, 
Dearth reigns inthee. Now death reigned from Adamtill Moſes,and 
when Moſes came, then was the Law given forth; and ſo Moſes and 
the Prophets till loþz: Burthou wilt ſay, thou art not under the Law, 
but under grace? Let the light ſearch thee, and it will ask thee, How 
cameſt thou to be undir grace? Is not the Law for cleanſing? When 
waſt thou cleanſed? or where doit thou think to be cleanſed? Dorh 
not Chriſc Jeſus ſay that he is come to fulfill the Law, andthart one 
Jot nor tittle ſhall paſs unfulfilled, and wilt thou ſpeak of his words 
and not believe him? Yea, thou ſhalt know, that forthar very cnd is 
there a meaſure of Chriſt given unto thee; thar ifchou deny thy ſelf 
and yeild obedience to his will,thou thalt witnes the whole Law ful- 
filled inthee, bur it is through judgement,and through burning,for 
through judgement is S:07 redeemed: bur bearken a little, and = 
der, bear and thy ſou! ſhall live, if thou be willing to take up the 
Croſs of Chritt, and deſpiſe the ſhame,thou ſhalt witneſs pure peace 
_ of conſcience; and though it may ſeem hard to the world, yer there 
is living refreſhments: Yea, glorious is the work of redemption,bur 
none can ſee it but thoſe that come through it: And now the way of 
etcrnall life is laid before thee, if thou flight ir, it ſhal lye at thy 
doore; and thereforcfore take heed what thou doſt, for when the 
- book of conſcience is opened, thou ſhalt witneſs thou haſt been war- 
acd an thy lifc-rime. 


MARTHA SIMMONDS. 
FINIS. 


